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Where exactly is Waiilatpu? 
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Where exactly is Waiilatpu? 



Waiilatpu    
    Mission 

Whitman Mission to minister to the Cayuse Tribe 



So…..It’s Waiilatpu, what? 

What do the maps tell us, in terms of the locality 
surrounding Waiilatpu? 
 

Is it 
 

• United States? 
• Britain? 
• Cayuse Territory? 



Whitman Mission at Waiilatpu 

• He was a doctor as well was a minister. 

• They established a mission near Walla Walla 

• They minister to the nearby Cayuse 
– Convert individuals to Christianity 

– Teach the tribe how be farmers 

– Minister to the needs of tribe members 



1) Brewing Resentments at the  Mission 

• Whitmans ban gift-giving among tribal members. 
 

• In Cayuse culture, your house is open to anyone at 
any time, but Cayuse were never allowed or invited 
into the Whitmans’ home. 



2) Brewing Resentments at the  Mission 

• Most Cayuse not interested in fully converting to 
Christianity. 

– The Whitmans wanted the Cayuse to fully convert. 
 

• Very few Cayuse take up farming. 



3) Brewing Resentments at the Mission 

• Whitmans lose their daughter to accidental 
drowning, creating a deepening depression for 
the couple.   

• Whitmans become more frustrated, as the 
Cayuse are turning away from their teachings. 

• The Whitmans choose to spend less time with Cayuse 
and more time with the settlers who are traveling on 
the Oregon Trail and stopping over at the mission. 

• This builds even more anger among the Cayuse. 

 



4) Brewing Resentments at the Mission 

• Cayuse become dismayed and alarmed at the 
number of settlers pouring into the NW 
 

– In 1847, 4,000 settlers stopped over at the Whitman 
Mission on their way west. 



• By the summer of 1847, the Cayuse 
asked/demanded that the Whitmans leave. 
 

• Yet the Whitmans continue to stay on. 
 

Relevant Info 



Relevant Info 

• Protestant missions in Oregon Country were 
headed by Americans who supported and 
encouraged the settlers moving into the West 
– Indians grow distrustful of the motives of these 

missionaries. 

• This gives Indians more reason to ignore the 
teachings of the missions 
– In the end, Protestant missions weren’t successful 

in converting or teaching Natives, because of 
Native distrust. 



Relevant Info 

• Catholic missions in Oregon Country were headed 
by non-Americans who were less supportive of 
the Great Migration and the settlers. 
– Catholic missionaries gain trust among Natives. 

• Native Americans were attracted to the symbols 
and rituals of Catholicism. 
– Catholics missionaries also tended to be more  

tolerant of Indian ways. 

• Catholic missions were more successful in 
reaching  out to Natives. 



Disease arrives at the mission….. 

• In fall of 1847, a measles outbreak runs through 
Cayuse tribe 
 

• Dr. Whitman can do very little.   
 

• Nearly half of the Indians near the mission die from 
the outbreak, but only one non-Native dies from it. 



Resentment Boils over….. 

• Joe Lewis, a Cayuse tribe member, talks amongst 
the tribe saying that the Whitmans are poisoning 
the Cayuse, so that arriving settlers can take their 
land.  
 

• With so many Native deaths from the measles, it 
was easy for the Cayuse to believe it. 



Pertinent Info 

• In Cayuse culture, it is allowed that a shaman or 
doctor can be killed, if their healing powers fail 
and their patient dies. 

 

• Whitman knew of this tradition. 

Tomahas 



Pertinent Info 

 

• Henry Spalding, missionary to the Nez Perce and 
friend of the Whitmans advises them to leave.  

• John McLoughlin of the Hudson Bay Fur 
Company does the same. 

• The Whitmans still refuse to leave. 

    Tiloukaikt 



The Attack 

• Resentment boils over into rage. 

– The mission is attacked by 14-18 warriors. 

– 11 are killed the first day, including the Whitmans. 

• Narcissa Whitman is the only woman killed. 

– 2 are killed the following day.  

 

 



Aftermath 

• 49 hostages (mostly women and children) were 
taken from the mission. 

• They were held for a month 

– Their freedom was paid for by the Hudson Bay 
Company 

 

 

Tomahas 



Revenge against Cayuse 

• Volunteer militiamen seek revenge against the 
Cayuse, harrassing them into hiding for weeks 
at a time. 
 

• The Oregon Territorial Governor  offers peace 
if the tribe will surrender the guilty attackers. 
 

• If they don’t, he promised the Cayuses a war 
which would lead to their “total destruction.” 

 



A Concession 

• Months later, Young Chief (Tauitau) 
surrendered five men to the authorities. 

• Tiloukaikt, Tomahas, Isiaasheluckas, Clokomas, 
and Kiamasumkin 
 

– Among them was Tiloukaikt, the "kind, friendly 
Indian" who had christened the Whitmans' infant 
daughter as a "Cayuse te-mi" when she was born, 
welcoming her into the Cayuse tribe. 



Murder?  By whose law? 

• When the attack occurred , Oregon Country was 
jointly controlled by the US & Britain. 

• What laws apply, when a crime occurs? 

• Americans were killed, so the US wanted the 
attackers to be tried under US law by US citizens. 

• US Congress hurriedly passes a law creating 
Oregon Territory in 1848. 
– This makes US laws apply in Oregon Country (mostly!) 

• Under US law, the 5 Cayuse are charged with 
murder in connection with the Whitman attack. 

 



Murder?  By whose law? 

US Congress establishes Oregon Territory – US law prevails 



Whitman Massacre Trial 

• The Cayuse prisoners were sent 250  miles 
away from home for their trial. 

• The trial was set in Oregon City, the capital of 
Oregon Territory 

• They were found guilty of murder, and 
sentenced to death by hanging.  

• The sentence was carried out on June 3, 1850 

 



Was the verdict just? 

• In Cayuse culture, if a shaman or doctor fails to 
heal a patient, and the patient dies, family 
members have the right to kill the doctor. 
 

• Whitman was well aware of this tribal practice. 



Was the verdict just? 

• Months before the attack, Cayuse leaders repeatedly 
ask the Whitmans to leave and abandon the mission. 
 

• John McLoughlin of the Hudson Bay Company urged 
them to leave for their own safety.  
 

• Henry Spalding, a  fellow missionary from Idaho, urged 
the couple to leave as well. 



Was the verdict just? 

• There were 5 men on trial: Tiloukaikt, Tomahas, 
Isiaasheluckas, Clokomas, and Kiamasumkin 

• Only 3 of them were linked by eyewitnesses to participating 
in physical attacks against people in the mission. 
– Tiloukaikt, Tomahas, Isiaasheluckas 

• Only 1 identified as striking a victim force. 
• 1 defendant had no evidence or eyewitness account that 

linked him to the crime. 
– He insisted throughout the trial that he wasn’t at the mission on 

the day of the attack. 


