
TREATY MAPPING  - Suquamish Traditional Lands 
 

 

On the accompanying map, draw in the boundaries of the traditional lands of the Suquamish.  A 

blank WA  map is provided as a worksheet and reference.   

 

 STEP 1 – Read through Article 1 and Article 2 of the Point Elliott Treaty. 

o To help identify landmarks specified in the treaty, read the accompanying 

handout that provides contemporary names for some of the historical ones that are 

no longer used.  This will help you locate particular boundary landmarks on 

current maps. Use Google Maps to locate contemporary landmarks.  Also, check 

your e-mail for a map of WA rivers. 

 

 STEP 2 -- 

o Trace the boundaries of the ancestral tribal lands on a WA map (lands ceded by 

the tribe to the US).  

o Trace the boundaries of the reservation lands   

 

What needs to be turned in: 

 A Suquamish ancestral lands boundary map.  You will draw boundaries on the map 

outline sheet.  In addition to boundaries, you need to include the key landmarks on the 

map that are included in the description to direct the viewer. 

 A Suquamish reservation lands boundary map 

 

  



Point Elliott Treaty  -- 1855 

ARTICLE 1.  The said tribes and bands of Indians hereby cede, relinquish, and convey to the 

United States all their right, title, and interest in and to the lands and country occupied by them, 

bounded and described as follows:  Commencing at a Pully Point on the eastern side of 

Admiralty  Inlet [Puget Sound], about midway between Commencement and Elliott Bays;  

thence eastwardly, running along the north line of lands heretofore ceded to the United States by 

the Nisqually, Puyallup, and  other Indians, to the summit of the Cascade range of mountains; 

thence northwardly, following the summit of said range to the 49th parallel of north latitude;  

thence west, along said parallel to the middle of the Gulf of Georgia;  thence through the middle 

of said gulf and the main channel through the Canal de Arro [Haro Strait] to the Straits of Fuca, 

and crossing the same through the middle of Admiralty Inlet to Suquamish Head; thence 

southwesterly, through the peninsula, and following the divide between Hood's Canal and 

Admiralty Inlet to the portage known as Wilkes' Portage;  thence northeastwardly, and following 

the line of lands heretofore ceded as aforesaid to Point Southworth, on the western side of 

Admiralty Inlet, and thence around the foot of Vashon's Island eastwardly and southeastwardly 

to the place of beginning, including all the islands comprised within said boundaries, and all the 

right, title, and interest of the said tribes and bands to any lands within the territory of the United 

States. 

 

ARTICLE 2.  There is, however, reserved for the present use and  occupation of the said tribes 

and bands the following tracts of land, viz:   

 The amount of twelve hundred and eighty acres, surrounding the small bight at the head 

of Port Madison, called by the Indians Noo-sohk-um;   

 The amount of twelve hundred and eighty acres, on the north side Hwhomish Bay [the 

bay at Marysville] and the creek emptying into the same called Kwilt-seh-da [Quilceda];  

 The peninsula at the southeastern end of Perry's Island [Fidalgo Island] called Shais-

quihl. 

 And the island called Chah-choo-sen, situated in the Lummi River.   

 

All which tracts shall be set apart, and so far as necessary, surveyed and marked out for their 

exclusive use;  nor shall any white man be permitted to reside upon the same without permission 

of the said tribes or bands, and of the superintendent or agent, but, if necessary  

for the public convenience, roads may be run through the said reserves, the Indians being 

compensated for any damage thereby done them.    

 

 

 

 

 



Treaty of Point Elliott  - Contemporary Names 
 

Article 1 -- Commencing at a point on the eastern side of Admiralty Inlet [Puget Sound], known as 
Point Pully (Three Tree Point), about midway between Commencement and Elliott Bays; thence 
eastwardly, running along the north line of lands heretofore ceded to the United States by the 

Nisqually, Puyallup, and other Indians (following the divide between the Puyallup and Dwamish, or 
White Rivers, to the summit of the Cascade range of mountains; thence northwardly, following the 
summit of said range to the 49th parallel of north latitude (Washington State international border); 
thence west, along said parallel to the middle of the Gulf of Georgia; thence through the middle of 
said gulf and the main channel through the Canal de Arro (Haro Strait) to the Straits of Fuca (Juan de 
Fuca), and crossing the same through the middle of Admiralty Inlet (following existing State/County 
boundaries) to Suquamish Head; thence southwesterly, through the peninsula, and following the 

divide between Hood's Canal and Admiralty Inlet (WAU boundary divide through the Kitsap peninsula) 
to the portage known as Wilkes' Portage (between Case Inlet and Lynch Cove, on Hood Canal, or 
between Sinclair Inlet and Lynch Cove, on Hood Canal); thence northeastwardly, and following the line 
of lands heretofore ceded by the Nisqually  to Point Southworth, on the western side of Admiralty 
Inlet, and thence around the foot (northern tip) of Vashon's Island eastwardly and southeastwardly to 
the place of beginning, including all the islands comprised within said boundaries.  

 

 

  

            


