




It goes far beyond math, science, and language. It goes beyond 
history, geography, and the arts. Billings Middle School understands 
the importance of context. Exceptional education not only teaches 
academics, but helps students apply what they learn so they can be 
good citizens who care for individuals, communities, and the planet. This 
is where Billings excels.

Billings nurtures lifelong learners, drawing upon the natural curiosity of 
adolescents to discuss and explore relevant issues such as social justice, 
equity, and environmental sustainability.



STAND ALONE MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Billings has harnessed the passion and expertise of 

educators who understand and appreciate the strangely 

wonderful beings we know as middle school students. 

Research shows the adolescent brain is developing at 

a rate only rivaled by that of a toddler. The emotional, 

intellectual, and physical changes are rapid and complex. 

We believe that middle school should not be seen as a 

warm-up to high school, but as a special journey in and 

of itself. The Billings faculty and staff approach is to help 

students celebrate these three years rather than merely 

survive them. In this way, we aim to prepare individuals 

to transition into high school with the confidence to 

advocate for themselves and others, and the tools to 

question, innovate and solve problems.

EXPEDITIONARY MINDSET  

Our students roll up their sleeves and dive into projects. 

They engage experts, field test ideas, and apply in real 

life what they study in the classroom. We know this 

is the key to developing a love of learning, retaining 

knowledge, and generating excitement about what 

comes next. Learning is not static and one-dimensional. 

That is why the Billings curriculum is project-based, 

experiential, and multi-layered, mapping across 

disciplines. This is our expeditionary mindset.  

EXPEDITIONARY PROGRAM

What better way to learn about marine biology than 

by walking the Washington coastline for five days with 

your science teacher? Or study Native American culture 

by spending time with your global studies teacher on 

tribal lands and listening to stories told by the people 

who live there? Our expeditions–rock climbing, rafting, 

paddling, backpacking, snowshoeing–are led entirely by 

credentialed outdoor experts, who also happen to be 

Billings faculty. A natural extension of our expeditionary 

mindset, our expeditionary program has evolved over 

the past two decades and is unrivaled in the Seattle area.
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ADVISORY AND STUDENT SUPPORT

Billings recognizes the uniqueness of every student and 

the strength of a diverse community, and is intentionally 

structured to support the academic, emotional, social, 

and physical needs of our students. Such support is 

critical during what can be a challenging time in child 

development. Through our Advisory Program, students 

build strong, trusting relationships with faculty and 

staff members. The Learning Center serves students 

by providing individualized coaching to support a wide 

variety of learning differences. During these three middle 

school years, we grow as individuals and come together 

as a community. Additionally, our Diversity and Equity 

Committee works to ensure that Billings is an inclusive 

environment that honors individuals, races, cultures, 

faiths, and customs.

OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Green Lake is our neighborhood and our home base. It 

provides Billings the ideal blend of green space and 

urban amenities that we utilize to extend our programs. 

The lake, the fields, the public transportation, the library, 

the private businesses–this is where students monitor 

water quality, run laps, eat lunch, cross streets, catch 

buses, take yoga and dance lessons, and learn what it 

means to be part of a community. We look out for our 

neighbors, and they look out for us. Green Lake is a part 

of our identity. 
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Leased space with 
Masonic Lodge and  
the VFW

Grew from 50 students  
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of Independent 
Schools (PNAIS)

We are fortunate that our previous school leaders 

were forward thinking–from the original risk-taker and 

inspirational founder, Luanne Billings, through the 

transformational eighteen year tenure of Head of School 

Ted Kalmus (Maya, 2015), and the many passionate 

trustees who have given us endless hours of service, 

including former Chair Brian Wong (Will, 2002) who 

served three terms and continues to support us today 

even though his son graduated fifteen years ago.

There is something very special about Billings, which is 

why so many of our Trustees are Billings parents whose 

students have moved on through high school, college, 

and beyond. 

Because these leaders recognized the value of our 

unique program and the suitability of a Green Lake 

location, they purchased the Main Building property in 

2006. 

In 2011, funds were raised to build the West Hall.

Over the next decade, Billings established the TEDS 

Fund—The Endowment for Diversity and Scholarship—to 

ensure the perpetuity of financial aid, and develop a 

program to support Rainier Scholars.

Recent efforts have focused on strengthening the 

program and stabilizing enrollment.

The planning has paid off. Billings is in a favorable 

financial position to build its permanent home.

 



Billings currently occupies two separate properties in the Green Lake 

neighborhood. With the lease on the East Village property due to 

expire, we are ready to consolidate our academic and administrative 

functions by renovating the Main Building on the corner of 

Woodlawn and Maple Leaf.

So, get set to say your farewells to our classrooms  

Gertrude and Fred. To our funky warren of  

hallways. To that awkward ramp to nowhere.  

We are preparing to gut our 1925 building,  

add a third floor, and create beautiful,  

functional new spaces to accommodate  

108 students, our faculty and staff,  

and our unique program. 

Leased East Village
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awkward adolescent years, find their competencies, 

develop confidence, build community, discover a love for 

learning, and be prepared to succeed in high school and 

beyond. Please help us create a permanent home so we 

can offer a Billings education to the next 2,000 students, 

and to the thousands of others after that.

OUR MISSION

To all our parents past and present; to our alumni, 

friends, and community members; to all who value 

innovative education and teachers; to all who recognize 

the importance of focusing on adolescents, diversity, 

inclusivity, and the environment:

Over the past decades, we’ve dedicated ourselves 

to helping more than 2,000 children negotiate the 

PROJECT STATUS:
• Architects, engineers, construction 

manager on board
• Financing in place
• Design-build to save time and 

money

NEW FACILITY INCLUDES:
• State-of-the-art science and 

technology labs
• Dedicated fine arts studios with 

spaces for art, music, and drama
• Flexible spaces for classrooms and 

community gatherings 
• Dedicated open space for faculty 

collaboration
• Fully accessible building with elevator



The new building is 
specifically designed to 

support the unique program 
Billings has always offered.



Billings Middle School is a dynamic 
academic community intentionally 
designed to stretch, support, and inspire 
early adolescent learners.

At Billings, each student develops a rigor of 
intellect and creativity, powerful ways to 
communicate and collaborate, confidence 
and self-knowing, and an openness to 
the possibilities of new information and 
systems of thought.


