
 
 
October 3, 2019 
 
 
Dear Billings Community, 
 
A new year and a new building! For us, the transition is admittedly somewhat mind-bending. Our family 
includes a Billings 7th grader (Aaron) and a 10th grade Billings alum (Jordan), both of whom are also 
alumni of Seattle Jewish Community School (SJCS), which formerly occupied the new Billings building. 
We loved both the Green Lake Billings campus and the Pinehurst campus when it was SJCS, and we have 
so many treasured memories of both places. For the first few days of school, Aaron said that the new 
Billings building was making him dizzy; it felt to him like one of those strange dreams you have where 
people from every stage of your life are somehow all in your living room at the same time. Not in a bad 
way! But still it was a lot to process. 
 
A big move like this raises the biggest of questions: what is our home? Where do we belong? And what 
Aaron is quickly discovering is that the new building is a wonderful home for Billings. His science class 
finally has a wet lab where his class has already dissolved the shells off of raw eggs and bounced them to 
test the strength of their rubbery membranes. There is a music room full of instruments where he is 
strumming his electric guitar. His flag football team runs plays in the gym. And when he gets to school 
early, his friends are waiting for him in the enormous yard. There is no doubt in his mind, or ours: this is 
where we belong. 
 
We are just beginning to see the potential that this amazing base camp will provide for the Billings 
experience, and the realization of this potential depends on so many things other than just the building! 
The Annual Fund supports Billings to hire and retain great teachers and staff, buy art supplies and books, 
purchase park permits, and provide teachers with professional development – including specialized 
Wilderness First Aid training, because the teachers are out there with our kids. It also helps the school 
offer tuition assistance to many families. 
 
Please join us and other Billings families, alumni, and 100% of the staff, faculty and board of trustees by 
donating to the Annual Fund. It’s easy: you can give online or return a pledge form to the front desk in 
person or by mail. You’ll help our kids make the most of this wonderful new home -- a dynamic launch 
pad for their extraordinary expeditions -- and you’ll help build this great community that is Billings. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Rachel Scherr & Dale Hailey 
 

 

 
 


