
7th Grade Language Arts 

Katie Lawson – katiel@billingsmiddleschool.org 

Course Overview 

Summary 
Language is the gateway to relationship, personal expression, mutual understanding and civic participation.  
Our goal in seventh grade Language Arts is that your thoughts, your idea, and your imaginings can more 
effectively reach others, but also that you can better understand what someone else might be trying to tell 
you. 

Basic Expectations 
Being in a class is a great opportunity.  However, getting the most out of your time with your classmates 
involves a deliberate way of being.  When in class, you are a part of a community with a specific purpose.  To 
maintain a class culture that allows everyone to make the most out of being a part of the group, we need to 
agree to the importance of a few things: 

 Timeliness:  When you are late, you tell your classmates that what you were doing is more important 
than their learning and you make your job harder.  Similarly, late work is not just a stressful 
inconvenience but also interferes with your learning. 

 Attentive Listening:   Assume that when a classmate speaks, you will learn something or see the 
world in a different way. 

 Honesty:  Your honest participation in class is required.  Risk your true thoughts AND let me know 
when you are confused. 

 Respectful Expression:  Be sure that when you speak, it encourages MORE discussion.   

 Openness and Risk:  Look to have your mind changed.  Try something new.  Make mistakes. 

 Joy:  Enjoy yourself, enjoy each other, and enjoy language.  Laugh. 

Reading 
We try to balance making sure that you are reading something you enjoy and that is appropriate for your 
reading level with exposing you to styles, genres, and authors you might not try on your own.  Our hope is 
that you will come to understand yourself better as a reader and broaden the field of what you enjoy 
reading.  Most of the year will be broken into periods during which we will, as a class, be reading in different 
genres, focusing particularly on how the literature relates to different aspects of the culture and experience 
of living in the United States.  Those genres are: 

 Speculative Fiction 

 Wilderness and Nature Literature 

 Poetry 

 Fictional Memoir 

 Speech 

Within those genres, we will be reading two different books and several short pieces together as a class, 
reading in smaller book groups, and reading any variety of books, essays or stories that you might choose 
within a genre. 

Independent Reading 
In addition to what you are assigned to read as a part of our genre study, you will be asked to make one 
presentation to the class and one creative extension project about books that you read on your own.  You 



will need to get my approval before you get started.  Feel free to find a friend with whom to read a book.  
Presentations can be done in teams of two.  You also will track your independent reading in a reading record, 
which will be turned into Katie at the end of each month.  A parent initial will be required on each reading 
record beginning in October. 

Writing  
One of the most important things you can do to improve your writing besides reading is to write.  We will 
write, but like most people who make their living writing, we will also rewrite…and rewrite.  A major 
emphasis in class will be on becoming more comfortable sharing our writing with others and getting their 
input about it.  The hope is that through reviewing and editing other people’s work and with individual 
coaching from peers and Katie, you will get better and better at seeing what your own writing needs to be 
more effective.  This will involve learning more about word choice, imagery, voice, and, yes, grammar and 
punctuation.  You will be introduced to specific writing techniques, particularly those that are exemplified in 
the genre we are reading at the time.  The hope is that your writing will become more vibrant, clear and 
representative of what you want to communicate.   

Talking and Listening 

Discussion 
One of the skills we will be working to develop as a class is the ability to c0-create a discussion that deepens 
everyone’s understanding and appreciation of what they read.  Discussions will be scored based on largely 
on the whole group’s performance. 

Presentation 
Oral expression is a key component to Language Arts.  You will be asked to share your work out loud in class, 
to make presentations, and, at the end of the year, write and deliver a speech.  You will be offered 
techniques for reading out loud, for making effective presentations, and for the construction and delivery of 
effective speeches. 

Evaluation 
At the end of each trimester you will receive a grade for this class that is meant to express how well you met 
its requirements.  That grade will be determined from the percentage of total points that you earn on 
assignments.  Assignments are worth more points the more involved they are and the closer they are to a 
final product.  Your assignments fall into five basic categories: 

 Reading checks, discussion, and reading journal entries (comprehension and analysis) 

 Rough drafts and peer edits (writing process) 

 Final Drafts including presentations and speeches 

 Language Structure (grammar and vocabulary) 

 Administration 

About Late Work 
Late work will be accepted, but your percentage of late work will be tracked and included as an assignment 
in your final grade.  Please work hard to get things in when they are due.  The further you are from our work 
together in class when you are doing an assignment, the harder it is for you to finish it on your own and the 
less effective it is for your learning.   Arrangements for extensions are always welcome, so long as they come 
well enough in advance of the assigned due date.   


