
The Next Chapter 

Assignment Description 

Many who read The Giver wish that Lois Lowry had written just a little more.  This is what 
you get to do now.  Imagine the sequel to The Giver.  How would it begin?  Now write the 
first chapter.  Remember that some sequels are actually “prequels.”  In that case, imagine 
what might have happened before the story started, and write the LAST chapter of that 
book.   

Here’s how to proceed. Most of these steps we will complete in class: 

 Reread (in class):   

 The last (or first, in the case of a prequel) chapter of The Giver. 
 

 Choose a main character  

 Select someone besides Jonas that will be the central character.   

 You may invent a new character as long as there is some basis for that character 
in the book.  For example, you may choose to focus on a Birthmother.   

 Create a back story for your main character (at least a paragraph or a ten point 
list) before you even begin writing your chapter (in class).   

 The character’s back story should be presented with your rough draft. 
 

 Brainstorm (in class):   

 In a list or free-writing format, write down some elements you might want to 
include in your chapter (for instance:  presenting a little of your character’s back 
story, the mood of the chapter, the emotions your character might experience, 
secondary characters that might be introduced, the setting including the timing 
for your book, etc.).   

 You will probably end up rejecting many of them, so don’t worry about whether 
they are plausible or worth including yet. 
 

 Selection (in class):   

 Look at your brainstorm.  Are there one or two things in there that might make a 
good anchor for your chapter?  Are there other things you’d like to work in for 
sure (circle them). 
 

 Rough Draft (in class and homework):   

 Look at your selected brainstorm items.  Choose one and start writing.  This may 
not end up being the beginning of your chapter. 

 Do not try to get it perfect.  Just let yourself write.  Get out the major ideas.   

 If you get stuck trying to work out a specific, make a note to yourself in brackets 
and move on. 
 

 Peer Edit (in class):   



 

 Read Aloud (homework):   

 Read your draft aloud to yourself and make notes where it sounds awkward to 
your ear or where you’d like to add a little more detail.   

 Don’t try to rewrite it.  Just make a quick note. 
 

 Rewrite:   

 Use your editor’s feedback and your notes to create a typed rewrite to turn in to 
Katie 

 Your draft should be: 
i. Typed 

ii. Double-spaced 
iii. 12 point font Arial, Calibri, Times New Roman, or Garamond 
iv. Properly headed (see website Resource page) 
v. One inch margins 

 

 Proof-read:   

 Proof-read for typos, grammatical errors and mechanics.   

 Spell check! 

 If you would like to use your parent, you may.  You can do this on screen to save 
paper. 
 

 Title:  Spend time thinking of a good title for your book. 
 

 Self Assessment (in class): 

 Score yourself using the score sheet attached to this description 

 Turn in self-assessment with Final Draft 
 

 Submit:   
 

 Final Draft:  Print a clean copy that is properly formatted (see above).  Staple behind that 
draft the following: 

 Self-Assessment 

 Rough draft 

 Peer Edit form 

 Brainstorm  
 

 Turn in:  Don’t forget this step.   

 For Extra Credit:  Introduce a character that fits one of the archetypes either discussed in 
class or on your handout. 

  



 

Assessment 

As you are trying to improve your piece, keep in mind the things we have talked about in 
class, particularly with regard to descriptive detail, vivid word choice, and plausibility.  Here 
is the check-list Katie will use to assess this assignment.  You will get a point rating for each 
criterion.  See if you can assess yourself. 

___(4 pts) Character Back Story, Rough Draft, Brainstorm, and Editing Form attached  

___(4 pts) Responsive to feedback  

___(1 pt) Title 

___(2 pts) Formatted according to requirements 

___(4pts) Chapter includes descriptive details that lead to believability 

___(3 pts) Chapter includes indicators of main character’s physical appearance and 
personality. 

___(3 pts) Writing displays attention to word choice, particularly the use of vivid verbs. 

___(2 pts) Piece begins in such a way that the reader is hooked 

___(2 pt)  Piece both concludes and leaves the reader wondering what happens next. 

 

 

 


