
Washington State History Overview--  

Washington State history is a combined class coordinated by Peter Titcomb (Science) and Catherine 

Adams (American Studies).    Peter’s class time is dedicated to providing a chronological overview of 

state history, highlighting key events and the consequences/impacts they brought about.  Catherine’s 

class time is dedicated to connecting state history with the larger themes occurring in American History.  

These themes include the evolution in civil and constitutional rights over time from the 1800's to the 

modern era; industrialization and technological innovation; and the response of government and society 

in the midst of all this change.  These events and themes, their impact on indigenous and immigrant 

groups, and how they shaped the collective experiences are the primary focus of the course.    

Historical events explored: 

Early 1700's -- Coastal and Plateau Communities prior to European contact-- culture, ways of life, and 

life in the Northwest. 

1760’s -- early 1800’s -- European exploration and fur trading.  Britain, Spain, and Russia--the reasons for 

their presence and how those reasons changed over time.  US independence and the events that helped 

shape the geo-political landscape seen today. 

1800 -- 1840’s -- The rise of the fur trade and land-based exploration.  European diseases and the impact 

on indigenous populations and their societal integrity.  The influx of homesteads and their impact on 

traditional ways of life and loss of indigenous rights -- the Whitman Massacre. 

1840's -- 1880 --  Conflicts with indigenous tribes -- Isaac Stevens, the treaties of 1855, and subsequent 

Indian wars, and the eventual US military supremacy in the West. The General Allotment Act (Dawes 

Act) that further marginalizes indigenous people.  Beginning industrialization of the major cities of the 

Northwest and its impact on labor and class in the NW. 

1880 -- 1920 Transcontinental railroads and the rise of industrial logging, fishing, agriculture, and 

mining.  Immigration and racism--the Chinese Exclusion Act.  Progressivism and labor reforms. 

Radicalism and the backlash of WWI and the Russian Revolution.  Centralia Massacre and the diminished 

rights of labor unions. 

1920 -- 1945 The Great Depression -- New Deal, WPA, CCC, and the BPA.  Boeing and WWII.  Japanese 

internment. 

Artifact Paper -- American and Washington History Components 

A major focus of this course includes the Artifact Paper.  During this long term project, students will 

practice primary source analysis, historical research, and research writing.  Students will write a formal 

research paper with a personal artifact as a catalyst for discussions of themes in American and 

Washington State history. The paper will include an analysis of historical artifacts, including 

identification, description, and interpretation of the artifact information.  Students will add historical 

context using their research and make connections to Washington State History. 


